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Communications Cable & Connectivity Association

CCCA Commends UL’s Public Notice Disqualifying Non Compliant Cable

WASHINGTON, D.C., August 2, 2010 — The Communications Cable and Connectivity Association, Inc.
(CCCA) applauded action by Underwriters Laboratories (UL) to stem the flow of non-compliant
communications cable being imported into the North American market. (See UL Public Notice link
below.) UL has taken strong actions to maintain the integrity of its UL Mark and cable performance
certifications by publicly identifying manufacturers and their distributors who are supplying
substandard and unsafe cable products into the market. In addition, UL has established further
initiatives to verify the integrity of UL Listed cables through detailed analytical testing of cable
component materials and new marketplace surveillance. These efforts by UL are, in part, a result of
CCCA sharing information and encouraging each of the two independent testing/certification
agencies to develop stronger measures to assure compliance to national fire safety codes and
telecommunications industry standards for transmission performance.

Frank Peri, CCCA’s Executive Director, said that “CCCA is pleased to have been an important
contributor to UL’s development of improved, tougher quality assurance procedures which led to
this significant and decisive action. UL is to be commended for its industry leadership and for being
the first testing agency to take additional steps to protect users from poor quality as well as the
serious fire safety hazards from non-compliant cable being imported into North America.”

An independent research program, started by CCCA in 2008, showed that some cable brands
entering the North American market from offshore manufacturers seriously failed flame and smoke
tests required by the NFPA and appeared to be manufactured using inferior materials. The hidden
placement of these communications cables within building infrastructure makes their flame and
smoke characteristics particularly critical because combustion would not be evident to inhabitants
until after the fire had significantly progressed. Also, communications cables that fail to meet
minimum standards for physical and transmission performance can, in some cases, result in network
failures and lost productivity. Replacing substandard cable is extremely costly because of the cost of
new cable and the intensive labor needed to re-route cables in crowded and difficult to access
building pathways and spaces.

Mr. Peri added that “Several of our CCCA member companies should also be acknowledged for their
individual and ongoing support of UL through educational events such as UL’s “Wire & Cable
Materials Symposium 2010”, conducted in Dongguan, China in June for the region’s cable
manufacturers. These CCCA members included AlphaGary, Daikin America, DuPont and Solvay
Solexis. They volunteered considerable time and resources to support CCCA and UL in preserving the
quality and integrity of the Structured Cabling industry.”



http://www.ul.com/global/eng/pages/corporate/newsroom/newsitem.jsp?cpath=%2Fglobalweb%2Fglobal%2
Feng%2Fcontent%2Fcorporate%2Fnewsroom%2Fpublicnotices%2Fdata%2Ful-warns-of-communication-cable-
with-unauthorized-reference 20100726110000.xml|

About CCCA

CCCA, a non-profit corporation formed in 2007, has a mission to serve as the major resource for well
researched, fact-based information on the technologies and products of structured cabling media to
support current and future needs of the networking, IT and communications industries. CCCA also is
proactive at codes and standards bodies and other trade, industry and governmental organizations in
communicating and influencing policy and decisions affecting the quality, performance and societal
needs of the structured cabling infrastructure.

CCCA member companies: ADC; Accu-Tech; AlphaGary; Anixter; Belden; Berk-Tek, a Nexans Company;
Cable Components Group; CommScope; Communications Supply Corporation (CSC); Daikin America;
Dupont; 3M Dyneon; General Cable; Optical Cable Corporation (OCC); OFS, a Furukawa Company;
PolyOne; Sentinel Connector Systems; Solvay Solexis; Superior Essex; Tyco Electronics.

Headquarters: 1001 Pennsylvania NW, Washington, DC, 20004. For further information, contact Frank
Peri, Executive Director at fperi@cccassoc.org or via phone at (904) 223-4100.


http://www.ul.com/global/eng/pages/corporate/newsroom/newsitem.jsp?cpath=%2Fglobalweb%2Fglobal%2Feng%2Fcontent%2Fcorporate%2Fnewsroom%2Fpublicnotices%2Fdata%2Ful-warns-of-communication-cable-with-unauthorized-reference_20100726110000.xml
http://www.ul.com/global/eng/pages/corporate/newsroom/newsitem.jsp?cpath=%2Fglobalweb%2Fglobal%2Feng%2Fcontent%2Fcorporate%2Fnewsroom%2Fpublicnotices%2Fdata%2Ful-warns-of-communication-cable-with-unauthorized-reference_20100726110000.xml
http://www.ul.com/global/eng/pages/corporate/newsroom/newsitem.jsp?cpath=%2Fglobalweb%2Fglobal%2Feng%2Fcontent%2Fcorporate%2Fnewsroom%2Fpublicnotices%2Fdata%2Ful-warns-of-communication-cable-with-unauthorized-reference_20100726110000.xml
http://cccassoc.org/

